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Abstract : Bryophytes include the mosses, liverworts, and hornworts. 

Bryophytes are the simplest of plants (excluding the algae, which are 

not considered plants by most botanists) and and bryology is the study 

of bryophytes. While there are marked differences between

groups of organisms, they are related closely enough to warrant a 

single term that includes all three. So a moss is a bryophyte, a liverwort is a bryophyte and a 

hornwort is a bryophyte. Bryophytes are small, seldom exceeding 6

and usually much smaller. They are attached to the substrate (ground, rock, or bark) by rhizoids, 

which are one or a few-celled, root

of absorbing water and nutrients from the subst

specialized cells grouped together to pipe water and nutrients to various parts of the body), or in 

the rare cases when this tissue is present, it is not well differentiated. The leaves of bryophytes 

are technically not true leaves, because in most species they lack vascular tissue. However, they 

are functionally equivalent to leaves, containing chlorophylls a and b for photosynthesis. Leaves 

are usually one-cell thick, except for the midrib, which may be up to 15 

satisfy their nutritional requirements by absorbing minerals from dust, rainfall, and water running 

over their surface. 

Bryophytes can be found in wet environments all around the world. Because they have no 

vascular tissue, they aren’t able to take water from the soil and transport it to higher tissue.

Bryophytes need wet and often well shaded environments which deliver a lot of rain water for 

them to soak up. Bryophytes are therefore common on the forest floor and tree stems in rain

forests, wetland ecosystems and at high altitudes. They also find their way into urban life by 

establishing on places such as bricks and in the cracks of paved surfaces.
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Bryophytes include the mosses, liverworts, and hornworts. 

Bryophytes are the simplest of plants (excluding the algae, which are 

not considered plants by most botanists) and and bryology is the study 

of bryophytes. While there are marked differences between these three 

groups of organisms, they are related closely enough to warrant a 

single term that includes all three. So a moss is a bryophyte, a liverwort is a bryophyte and a 

hornwort is a bryophyte. Bryophytes are small, seldom exceeding 6-8 in (15-20 cm)

and usually much smaller. They are attached to the substrate (ground, rock, or bark) by rhizoids, 

celled, root-like threads that serve only for anchoring and are not capable 

of absorbing water and nutrients from the substrate. Brypohytes lack vascular tissue (the 

specialized cells grouped together to pipe water and nutrients to various parts of the body), or in 

the rare cases when this tissue is present, it is not well differentiated. The leaves of bryophytes 

ly not true leaves, because in most species they lack vascular tissue. However, they 

are functionally equivalent to leaves, containing chlorophylls a and b for photosynthesis. Leaves 

cell thick, except for the midrib, which may be up to 15 cells thick. Bryophytes 

satisfy their nutritional requirements by absorbing minerals from dust, rainfall, and water running 

Bryophytes can be found in wet environments all around the world. Because they have no 

n’t able to take water from the soil and transport it to higher tissue.

Bryophytes need wet and often well shaded environments which deliver a lot of rain water for 

them to soak up. Bryophytes are therefore common on the forest floor and tree stems in rain

forests, wetland ecosystems and at high altitudes. They also find their way into urban life by 

establishing on places such as bricks and in the cracks of paved surfaces. 
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single term that includes all three. So a moss is a bryophyte, a liverwort is a bryophyte and a 

20 cm) in height, 

and usually much smaller. They are attached to the substrate (ground, rock, or bark) by rhizoids, 

like threads that serve only for anchoring and are not capable 

rate. Brypohytes lack vascular tissue (the 

specialized cells grouped together to pipe water and nutrients to various parts of the body), or in 

the rare cases when this tissue is present, it is not well differentiated. The leaves of bryophytes 

ly not true leaves, because in most species they lack vascular tissue. However, they 

are functionally equivalent to leaves, containing chlorophylls a and b for photosynthesis. Leaves 

cells thick. Bryophytes 

satisfy their nutritional requirements by absorbing minerals from dust, rainfall, and water running 

Bryophytes can be found in wet environments all around the world. Because they have no 

n’t able to take water from the soil and transport it to higher tissue. 

Bryophytes need wet and often well shaded environments which deliver a lot of rain water for 

them to soak up. Bryophytes are therefore common on the forest floor and tree stems in rain 

forests, wetland ecosystems and at high altitudes. They also find their way into urban life by 


